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THE TEBBIT BILL 


illegal, the Bill contains clauses which enable 
judges to fine any strike committee, official 
or unofficial. 


Unions against the Bill? 


The TUC is opposed to this Bill because it's an 
attack on their bank account. But that's not 
all they're worried about. It's also an attack 
on their power. What the TUC is afraid of is 
that they will be forced to oppose strikes that 
they would be better able to defeat if they 
made them official. More strikes will be 
unofficial which is why the TUC want to 
organise opposition to the Bill outside the law. 
If the unions stay within the law, and the class 
struggle is made illegal, the unions won't be 
able to control it. They will become in- 
creasingly irrelevant. 

If the working class struggles outside of 
the unions and against the law, then it will 
tend to struggle outside of all ideological 
restraints, and so the ruling class will be 
forced to resort more and more to naked force. 
This would illustrate more than anything the 
class nature of present day society; and hiding 
that nature is one of the most important 
functions of the unions. 

The Tories themselves are not afraid of 
this. They think the working class is so in- 
timidated that they don't need the unions to 
control it anymore. They're saying to the 
unions: we don't need you to police the class, 
we're going to use the courts instead. 

"Radical’ union leaders like Bill Keys, 
General Secretary of SOGAT, see the dangers of 
the Bill for their power. After the Bill 
becomes law, he wants the TUC to adopt the 
following policy: 


"The TUC to have power to call for co- 

ordinating action where it is considered 
itimate—trade union action has 

taken place." 


Tribune, our emphasis 


This means he is letting the TUC leaders get 
away With not opposing the government as usual. 
If Terry Duffy wants to sabotage strikes, he 
will do the same as he did at Laurence Scotts - 
encourage his members to scab. If Arthur 
Scargill is asked to organise blacking of 
Laurence Scott's products, he can ask the TUC 
if "it is considered that legitimate trade union 
action has taken place" - and if it isn't, if 
the strike remains unofficial, he can carry on 
doing as he has done throughout the Laurence 
Scott strike - nothing, 

The more ‘radical' elements in the TUC 
openly call for workers to break the law when 
the Bill becomes an Act - since workers will 
have to do this anyway, they've got nothing to 
1°se by saying this. Workers are already 
ignoring Prior's Act. The London dockers at 
Tilbury are consciously breaking the law on 
picket lines. Bill Keys is right - if the TUG 
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don't organise, the workers will organise 
outside the unions: the only effective 
opposition to the Tebbit Bill - illegal, non- 
peaceful mass strikes which have nothing to do 
with parliament, in which the working class 
directly attacks the police and the courts. 
This is what happened in '72, and the TUC only 
began to ‘organise’ it when it was already 
rolling in order to better control and defeat 
tb. 

The TUC has appealed to employers to oppose 
the Bill. Some sections of the ruling class 
feel that the Bill might provoke working class 
resistance. For example, the Financial Times 
points out that compulsory ballots before 
strikes are not always the best way for unions 
to defuse working class militancy. During the 
steel strike, workers in Sheffield set fire to 
ballot boxes. The unions often prefer to call 
mass meetings, since if they didn't the workers 
would organise them themselves. 


Workers Against the Law 


The way to smash the ruling class onslaught is 
to do what we did in 1972 against Ted Heath's 
Industrial Relations Act. 

Ten years ago, the crisis of capitalism 
had only just started to bite = the British 
working class was still famous for its militancy 
and the bosses relied on the unions rather than 
the police to control the class struggle. 

The Industrial Relations Bill was initially 
opposed by the unions at all, since its aim 
t i the unions more power to control 
Ss. It gave the unions all sorts of 
legal advantages if they registered with the 
government. In return, they were supposed to 
change their rules so as to make all strikes 
not organised officially by the unions illegal. 

Generally, the unions were happy to go 
along with this. Those unions which refused to 
register, like the AUEW, did not organise 
strikes against the Bill. 

In spite of the unions, strikes against the 
proposed law began to break out at the end or 


not 
was 


1971, The TUC saw the danzerof—the-class 


struggle going out of their control, and 
"advised" the unions not to register Under 
Act when it became law in February 1972. 

The Act set up special courts to fine 
strike leaders. If they refused to attend the 
court, they could be imprisoned for contempt. 
When dockers went on strike throughout Britain, 
five London dockers were imprisoned for non- 
appearance in court. 

The working class wasn't going to stand for 
this. The dockers closed Fleet Street by mass 
picketing, and with no national papers appearing, 
the workers throughout the country became aware 
of their power, and hundreds of thousands came 
out on indefinite unofficial strike. This is 
what forced the government to release the 
dockers, and to abandon the Industrial Relations 
Act. The TUC didn't come into it - except when 
they tried to call off the strike. Socialist 
Challenge is lying when it says: 

"The TUC and the Labour Party can smash 

Tebbit as they did Heath - if they 
choose." (18.2.82) 


the 


The TUC didn't smash Heath - far from it - they 
held back the opposition to the government. 
When hundreds of thousands came out on 
indefinite strike, the TUC called a one day ~ 
strike - in other words, they told workers to 

go back after one day! Calling a one day 

strike in the middle of an indefinite strike is 
obviously the same as calling an end to the 

strike. Jack Jones, then leader of the TGWU, 

said it was necessary to call the one day strike 
for the TUC to regain control of the movement. 

In this they succeeded - once the ruling class 

had released the.five dockers, the movement's 
immediate aims had been realised, and lacking 

any further political direction, it petered 

out. 


To repeat the struggles of '72 will take 
more than just militancy. Militancy was based . - 
on the boom years of the '60s when workers 
could get what they wanted by striking because 
the bosses were able to pay. Today, militancy 
isn't enough. The bosses say they can't afford 
tO pay, and workers know they are telling the 
truth. 

Today, even temporary victories require 
immense struggles. If workers' struggles are 
isolated, they will be defeated, as our examples 
have shown. The only way of pushing back the 
bosses’ attack even temporarily is to organise 
Mass strikes outside the unions. 

In 1980, the workers in Poland, without 
unions, came out on mass strike and forced the 
government to grant a wide range of political 
and economic concessions. However, the 
leadership of these strikes was gained by 
reactionary reformists like Lech Walesa. 
workers were led up the garden path of 
‘compromise’ and were defeated. 

We must learn from this. We must ‘ 
organise strikes outside the unions, with re- 
vocable strike committees answerable to regular 
mass meetings. We must not allow the trades 
unions and the Labour Party to control the 
Movement. If we allow those reactionaries to 
gain control, they will either make the strikes + 
totally ineffective, or limit them to demanding ' 
the repeal of the Employment Act. If we allow a 
this to happen, and limit ourselves to smashing 
the Tories' strategy, all that will happen is 
they'll call an election, and another : 
government will be brought in to control the a 
working class, as happened in 1974. 


The 
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Workers § 
To do 


"Bring down the Tories" is not enough. 
must prepare to bring down capitalism. 
this, they need to develop, not just the 
consciousness of their power, but political 
consciousness of the road to their liberation 
- communist revolution. 

The Communist Workers Organisation contributes 
to the development of this consciousness by 
building the nucleus of a revolutionary 

party in Britain - a party which opposes the 
unions' "compromise' and class collaboration, 
a@ party which opposes the Labour Party and its 
left-wing appendages, and a party which also 
strives to regroup militant workers in factory 
groups offering political clarity and a 
political strategy. 
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POSITIONS OF THE COMMUNIST WORKERS ORGANISATION 


** Every country in the world today is capitalist - including the so-called 
Communist states (for example Russia and China). 


KK 
class, 


** 


Trade Unions and shop stewards cannot defend the interests of the working 


The struggle for communism cannot be waged through Parliament, but must be 


carried out through workers’ councils with recallable delegates. 


** The working class can only come to power through the creation of its own 
political party - the international communist party. 


** The capitalist system is in crisis and irretrievable decline. It can only 
offer inflation and unemployment and it cannot be reformed. The only choice for 


the future is war or revolution: 


BARBARISM or COMMUNISM. 
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CWO, PO Box, 
283 Clarence Drive, 
Glasgow G12 


BELGIUM, BRITAIN, 
ONE WAY FORWARD 
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Belgiun over the past couple of months has been 
shaken ty nunerous violent confrontations 
between ths riot police and thousands of 
striking workers. The working class in Belgium 
is facing the sane attacks on its living 
standards as workers here in Britain, Hi 
unlike in Britain, austerity policies brought 
in by the new Centre/Right coalition govern- 
nent of Christian Democrats and Liberals have 
brought a violent response fron the Belgian 
working class. 

‘The governnent's nex enezgency austerity 
measures includs 
= the devaluation of the Belgian franc and for 
the working class thie means a direct cut in 
its living standards in that inport: 
cost more. 
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Wages have been frozen until the end of 


According to the Economist, "the real =: 
cut real wages by 3% this year". 

~ outs in public spending (schools, housing etc 
= the ending of subsidies to ‘unviable’ 
industries which neans redundancies for nany 
workers. Already Belgium has the highest 
unemployment level in Europe ~ 453, 000 = over 
19% of the workforce. 

These attacks on their living standards 
have been met by increasing working class 
resistance. In particular, in the 
speaking area of Wallonia, 
Belgian stes] production ie rated, stee! 
workers have been determined in their effort 
The steel industry has beon one of the hard 
hit by the present world crisis of capitalism. 
The Belgian gover: vas 
announce thet {t was goins to put into effect 
‘the BBQ's decision to slash steel production 
and withdraw all subsidise to the industry ty 
1985. For the Belgian steel industry, this 
neant that the 80% state-owned Cockerill- 
Sanbre Corporation, which is based in Lioge and 
Charleroi, had to cut its steel making capacity 
immediately, Its 50% over-capaoity conflicted 
with the EEO's agreed production quotas. 
Sinilar agreements over steel quotas in 1977 
led to the loss of 150,000 steel Jobs in the 
EEC, Britain's steel industry lost, as a 
result, 40% of its steel jobs and France lost 
25%. It was clear that the time had come for 
Belgium to play ite part in the 2mC's attenpt te 
restructure the whole of the European steel 
industry in its effort to make it more con- 
petitive vis-a- vis its North Anerican and 
Japanese counterparts, In the short term, the 


BEC now demanded that the Belgian steel 
Andustry shed almost immediately 10,000 jobs. 
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The Workers Fight Back 


These outs were agreed to by the Belgian 
governnent but the steel workers thought 
otherwise. Protests began innediately which 
culminated in the FGTB union - the main union 
in the steel and engineering industries of 
Wallonia - calling an indefinite strike to 
fight the proposed plans. 

The strike began at the end of February. 
By mid- March, the strike had become more 
violent culminating in clashes in Brussels 
between thousands of steel workers and squads 
of riot police. At the same tine, the FV 
called a one day general strike for Friday 
26th March against the rest of the governnent's 
austerity progranne. Why did the unions in 
Belgium call this action? The British 
bourgeois Tines clearly understood thei 
tactics - “Belgien unions try to control 
workers’ anger", they stated. (27.3.82) In 
the same report the unions’ ain was seen as 
an attempt to "channel the militancy of the 
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EPRESSIO 


In every country in the world, the bourgeoisie 
is reinforcing its apparatus of repression and 
terror, As the crisis gets worse, workers 
are forced to fight to try to defend their living 
standards, This is the main reason for the 
increase in police and military repression in 
the world- the need for the ruling class to 
crush the class struggle. That is why there 
was a military takeover in Poland, 

All over the world, the working class is 
fighting increasingly violent and bitter 
struggles, Communist organisations exist to 
link up these struggles, to point out the inter- 
national nature of the class struggle and the 


AUSTRIA 


Repression 
& democracy 


repression against it, In WV4, we published 
an appeal for support for the defence of 
communists imprisoned and tortured in 
Algeria, Here, we respond to appeals from 
Austria and Iran. We don't appeal to the bourg- 
eoisie for clemency towards prisoners of the 


class war. Our appeal is to the working cla: 
Only the working class can push back the state 
and its mercenaries, Only the working class 
can finally overthrow it, This can only be 
finally successful on an international scale, 
and only with the leadership of an international 
communist party. All our international work 
is aimed towards building that party. 


We have received 2 communication from the 
Austrian Gruppe Kommunistische Politik (GKP) 
which we are printing in this Workers Voice 
as a gesture of solidarity. ‘the Austrian 
‘bourgeoisie has long prided itself on its 
(which brought enormous economic 
Denefits) and on its social stability. ‘The 
effects of the crisis are now hitting Austria, 
and social conflicts have emerged (see WV 5). 
To prepare in advance to deal with this, the 
state is strengthening its measures of 
repression. We hope the GKP will be able to 
provide us with a fuller account of the sit- 
uation in Austria, which we would publish in 


the next issue of WV. 
(Sone historical material on the Austrian 
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APPEAL TO THE REVOLUTIONARY ORGANISATIONS. OF ALL.COUNTRIES! 


space. )m 1 


The socialist party (SPS) of Kreisky, which likes to pride itself of having 
created @ unique island of democracy and prosperity in Austria amidst a world sha- 
ken by crises and wars, is preparing a grave attack on the freedom of organization 
of the proletariat, A drastic aggravation of the political parties act ("Parteien- 


Gesetz") is planned on the pretence of getting legal grounds against neofascist 
Organizations finally. 


The purpose of the new bill is evident: In view of globally intensifying class 
struggles and in view of the fact, that even Austria ce to be an "island", 
Kredaky & Co rearm in every aspect - politically, ideologically, the police (by 
organizing special anti-terror- and anti-riot-forces) and juridically. Far from 
being @ measure against the still negligible subversive activities of the neo 
fascists, this draft means an anveiled threat against all revolutionary organiza— 
tions, Participation in a militant demonstration, participation in picket lines 
or — in short - behaviour of single members, which doesn't correspond with the 
Pequirements of public order is enough to criminalize it as a whole. 


The democratic antifascists may exult at this draft as a success of their 
tasting struggle for more denocratic antifascist laws. They forget that Kreisky 
himself, in the same way as Heinz Fischer (parliamentary chairman of the socialist 
Party),on the occasion of the presentation of the draft has repeatedly declared 
it to be a weapon against organizations which try to escape from the surveillance 
of the “Vereinapolizei" and to be directed against “right and left". No attempt 
to prevent any impetus of the proletariat to organize itself autonomously could 
be more evident, So much the more as the SPO more or less propagates the inhibi- 


tion of left and right "groups of extremists” after the coming into force of the 
bil. 


It is quite obvious that First of all our organization, the "Internationale 
Kommunistische Liga (IKL)" and the "Kommunistische Crganisation/Wien (KOW)" would 
be afflicted, as the SPO already has evoked in the "Arbeiter-Zeitung", by such 
a change of law, 


Without cherishing illusions in democratic rights or bourgeois legality, with- 
out changing our conviction that the freedom of organization of the proletariat 
does not depend on articles but merely on the relation of forces between the clas- 

» convinced that the working class can make use of constitutional guarantees 
its own account only if it confirms its international character, we directly 
appeal to all revolutionary organizations, since we can resist - in the current 
situation in Austria - the forthcoming wave of repression only with international 
solidarity. 


We therefore call upon to publish this appeal and to make a real contribution 
to start destroying the bankrupt logic of the nationalist, democratic answers to 
specific acts of repression of the ruling classes finally. 


UNRESTRICTED FREEDOM OF ORGANIZATION OF THE WORKING CLASS! 
AGAINST REPRESSION! 
PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM! 


Vienna, February 10, 1982 


Constitution has been omitted for reasons of 


TURKEY 
Repression 
& terror 


While the internaticrs] bourgeois press weeps 
crocodile tears over the repression of ‘civil 
rights' in Poland, an ominous silence reigns 
over events ir Turkey, Haig, US inperialisn's 
current mouthpiecs expresses ‘astonishment! that 
anyone could compare Folan¢ with Turkey. Indeed 
the scale of repression in Turkey is so great 
that comparison with Poland is difficult! 

Since the military coup in September 1580 over 
30,000 people have besn arrested, several 
hundred killed in ‘clachee' with the security 
forces (i.e. summarily executed) and scores of 
death eentences have been passed. Inside the 
jails of the junta nistreatrent and torture are 
the daily rule, The silence of the western 
press results fron the fact thet Turkey is a 
key, though fragile, link in the US dominated 
NATO alliance. The US and its allies welcomed 
military rule as a ‘stabilising factor’. 

‘The ending of civilian governnert in 
‘Turkey stemmed from the sane factors ae in 
Argentina (ard indeed Polend): the catastrophic 
intensification of economic crisis and a rising 
tide of class struggle. Turkey was always a 
‘backward econony and with the onset of the crisi« 
and repatriation of many Turkish workers in the 
EEC (whose wages were Turkey's main export 
earner), only massive injections of loans and 
recycling of debts fron the OECD countries 
kept her afloat, At the same tims, even the 
switch from a rightist regine of the Justice 
Party to Hoovit's Republican People's Party 
(a social democratic outfit) in 1977, failed to 
curb the struggle of the Turkish working class. 
The strike wave of 1975 with 660,000 days lost 
was followed by the engineering industry lock- 
out in 1977 and then in February 1980 by the 
massive near-insurrection of 200,000 workers 
centred on Iemir. Using the pretext of acting 
against ‘terrorist violence’ (much of it find: 
support fn the Army iteesl?, e.g. the neo! fascd 
Grey Wolves), the army dissolved per?ianent 
and the political parties. But apart from 
‘token' arrests of bourgeois politicians, the 
main repression was directed against the working 
class, ss were the austerity measures (¢.¢ wage 
freezes) imposed ty the military regine, 

The coup found its widespread support in 
the circles of western imperialien since it 
guaranteed - for a while - the continued 
paynent of debts and stability of Turkey as a 
trading partner. But with the collapse of Iran 
into cheos, Turkey assumes a vital role in the 
US global policy of ‘containing Fusela’. 

Before Reagan's election, Carter had resuned 
‘arms supply to Turkey (which had been cut off 
for violation of human rights) and secured a 
flow of long-tern credit to its ailing economy, 
and a definite shift towards Turkey in ite 
conflict with Greece over the Aegean Shelf 
and Cyprus took place at the same time. This 
has contributed to the rise of a social- 
democratic regime in Greece which is threat~ 
ening to leave NATO. As we said in Revolut~ 
Jonary Perspectives 13 "Greece will be 
Froscurisel te compromise over Cyprus and the 
Aegean: if it 4s unwilling and a choice has to 
de made, Western imperialism will opt for 
Turkey." (p.15) 

Russia in the meantine is hoping that 
Turkey's difficulties will force her to do an 
‘Tran’ and adopt = policy of neutrality. 
Therefore, Russia's criticisms of the Turkish 
regime have also been fairly restrained. They 
have also been expanding econonic links. 

In tion for a possible return to 

Gencorasy Lf the working Class danger is 
tamed, the Turkish rulers are engaged in re- 
establishing the credibility of the Republican 
People's Party (RPP). Ecevit was released from 
Jail and swiftly rearrested for talking to the 
press (as the regine knew he would) and hes 
again domed the crown of the democratic 
martyr. Ecevit who allied with the neo-fascist 
National Salvation Party to gain power in 1974, 
who invaded Cyprus and massacred the Greek 
population, who put 13 provinces of Turkey under 
nilitary rile in 1976-80 and was the "Trojan 
horse’ of the coup! The REP welconed the coup 
as a chance to restore order and rid the 
country of the terrorists! 


5S 


Not only the RFP, but all sections of the “ees the "defence of the countzy" of the 
Turkish 'left' spread the message of ‘anti- Dourgecisie is not the task of the 


Ses which the army was a hoped for proletariat.’ 
vehicle!) against the rightist forces as the mies aETekS ; 
dois tuak o¢ tie ngs Wok seoteten tip way oe The liberation of part of the proletariat 


(in Kurdistan) is not at all possible 

‘the coup. The Turkish Labour Party (a front G stan) is not Po: 
for the CP) and its trades union federation wee feast with the whole prol- 
DISK summed up their aims as "to drive the aan ce: . 
National Front (rightist) coalition from oth ‘ang class of Iran constitutes a 
power’ DISK was set up in 1967 asa "left! single Speed to be organised and led ty m4 
rival to the official trades union federation ie last edition of Horkers Yoics its single end vanguard communist party. 
and is strongest in the new industrial ‘publi: nater! rom & group of e se 
Stade os Raat ie ee communists on repression in Izen. The pemphiet te avetable fron Box WS, lth 
supporters of DISK that the bulk of the military], We have received from these comrades a idea! Bock Shop, 14 Southgate, Bradford 1, 
repression has been directed. Although a pamphlet which cones from the group KOMALA (sop. Prd) ; 
Stalinist union with bourgeois aims, the mass (Toilers' evolutionary Organisation of Ye hope to have a fuller discussion of the 
of its members conprise the most militant Iranian Kurdistan), with which they have close  implicaticns of this pemphlet in the next HV. 
sections of the working class, despite thei: links. While not agreeing with everything in 
“anti-fascist' and porary iiigstoss; ‘There this pamphlet, we would urge our readers to Erom the sane source we mvs received the 
are also indications that some of the workers study it, It contains many clear positions on following appeal on behalf of militants 
in the DISK are influenced by communist ideas: Tran and the tasks of conmunists, for exanple, pase ep ne Trea, Eile Gmoblving thet 

it trial a the f aiming at eppeal we have hear ee 0: rem have 
poser ene eb bltenion ripe faded “The Islamic Republic Regine is a bourgeois been executed. We do not have fuller inform 
Despite their confusions, communists must" regine. ation on the views of those imprisoned, neither 

ie ! x Sons of an i necessaril; ee with all aspects of the 

olidarise with and publicise the plight of 4! Both factions of it are bourgeois do we necessarily egre 
dcaite tung Weenie and counter-revolutionary ani work te- appeal. However, we are publishing it in 
and the gallows of the butchers of Ankara.m wards the provision of euitable conditione solidarity with those who, however confused, 


for the production of inperialist super- re clear on one thing: the bourgeois nature 
| | profits." of the Iranian regine. 
oress On 


“The Iran-Iraq war,. the continuation a 
of the reactionary ant couter revol= “Shane and hate to the Islamic Republic" 


utionary policies of the regines of both 
countrieess +++.” We echo this cry of the U.C.M. 


CHO May 1982. @ 
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APPEAL TO THE INTESNATIONAL 
WORKING CLASS AND COMMUNISTS 


In Februa Severs] prominent members of the Organisa~ 
tion of Peykar mancipation of th Class, one 
t in Iran, 
were arrested by the capitalist regim Sepublic 


of Irans)Amidoarrested are the first.and general Secretaries of 
the Organisation, ALI SEPASI-ASHTIANI and HOSSEIN AHMEDI 
ROHANI, widely known their i7 s of ceaseless struggle 
against the bourgeoisie and imper No doubt thet the 
regime may at any moment attempts to execute these comrades; 
and if they do so, it would be a serious strike to the cause of 
the working class in Iran. 


Three years of brutal suppression of the communist and 
working-class movement, and denial of all democratic rights of 
the masses by the Islamic Republic of Iran, has once again 
clearly demonstrated the inherent tendency of the bourgeoisie 
to resort, everywhere, to suppression and violence when facing 
the growing struggles of the masses worn out by poverty, 
unemployment and all the sufferings imposed on them by the 
capitalist system. Today the bourgeoisie, in a world-wide scale, 
is showing its very rial policy in the epoch of imperialism: 
from the imperialist countries of the west to the countries like 
Turkey, El-Salvador, Ireland,and Poland, everywhere militant 
workers,toiling masses and communists are facing imprisonment, 
torture, harrassment and execution. The arrest of comrades of 
Paykar Organisation is yet one recent example of the attacks 
of the world bourgeoisie on the international proletariat, 


Workers! 


At a time when all States and forces of the world bourgeois~ 

imperialist counter-revolution, whether those explicitly 
bourgeois or those bourgeois states claiming to be socialist 

and their assorted followers, are supporting either the Islamic 
Republic regime or the bourgeois forces within the opposition; 

at a time when the proletariat in Iran is on the verge of 
forming its independent class party- the communist party - and 

is more than ever nearer to settling accounts with the 
bourgeoisie; it needs your whole-hearted class solidarity. 


We eppeal to all communists and militent,and class- 
conscious workers fighting for the cause of emancipation of 
the proletariat to do whatever they can in creating such an 
international anger and force +! the capitalist regime of 
Iran would not dare to execute these prominent comrades, and is 
forced to release them. 


DOWN WITH CAPITALISM! 


LONG LIVE PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM! 


Student Supporters of the "Unity of Communist Militants"-Britain 


ie 
LETTER 


We are printing extracts from a letter sent to 
us sbout the riots of last summer, This letter 
objects to our attitude to the ricts and tries 
to link this to our attitude to the development 
of class consciousness and recial and national 
struggles. These are certainly key-issues 
which the future world commmist party must be 
clear on, and we are prépared to discuss then 
seriously. ‘The writer, or group, who wrote 
this letter did not give an address. The 

brief comments which follow these extracts 

are not a full reply and we invite the authors 
to contact us in an open way, 


Dear CWO, 
Despite sone correct positions the 

WO holds (e.g. the capitalist nature of the 
so-called socialist states, the left-wing of 
capital etc) we feel there is a need to 
criticise its position with regard to the so- 
called riots and re 
+Riot is 2 bourgeois tern employed 
philistine bourgeois press.. The only 
difference between these revolts, and say th 

arian uprising (1956) or the Paris Revolt 
(1968) is the scale and duration of the revol 
Only those who are blind will fail to see that 
the so-called 'rlots' were the £: 
utionary stirrings of the young 
groletarians, insurrection in 
stage... The CMO goes even furt! 
the rising proletarian youth by tzying to 
distinguish between the "political end the 
‘criminal’ elenents. 

‘The CWO also confuses political 
conmunist consciousness... Spontane 
de consciousness in ite en 
spontaneous struggle of the worker: 
a strike or an armed uprising will 
end up by being dominated by bourg 
unless communist consciousness is mresent in 
‘the working class... If we compare the con- 
sciousness of your so-called 'rioter’ to that 
of these workers who are still in the grip of 
refornisn ani trade unionisn, the politicel 


consciousness of the yoline proletariens may bs 
considered @& being at a fairly advance 
stage, at least they know who their enemy is = 


the state... The youth got its first taste of 

class warfare, and ite first revolutionary 
education, 
seesNor can we ignore the example eet by 

the revolutionary youth on the streete of 
Belfast which .. this sunner rose up in 
of political prisoners ... The CWO ... doe: 
take up the defence of political prisoner 
either in Ireland or England 
Revolutionary ¢: 

mes 


comnitte 2 
nade then a serious 
This wes not the cas: 


challenge and ove: 
@ called on 


conseicusnses can 6 


is 
seizing 


only spread 


y attexpt 


our articles on la 


in, not Lenin, 
spontansous ac’ 


communist consciousn! 
in to recognise the 
ES and their role in creating 


ily develop as = 


E has shown 
ich this conscious! 


tact", "insultin 


fused mass 
Danks, intro- 
inst the 

must constitute 


R.CP: the next step? 


° 
The Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP) is one 
of the fastest growing groupe in Britain, As 
one of the few groups which claim to oppose 
reformisa, this is not surprising. Elements 
on the left, and sone workers in struggle, 
have Begun to realise that you can't be against 
the bosses es well as being for Tony Ben's 
ilitent's campaign to save British 
capitalien. They have seen the Labour left, 
and their equivalent in the trade unions betray 
the working class in struggle after struggle. 
They renenber the last Labour govermnent's 

al contract, unter which wages shrenk and 
unemployaent alnost tripled. So they are 
looking Zor a ‘radical’ alternative 

The ROP's paper, the next step, has given 
plenty of useful coverage te the wey in which 

trade unions sabotage workers’ struggles. 
They often advise workers to break out of the 
control of the union officials (e.g. their 
articles on Laurence Scott in ine June- 
September 1981). They attack the shop stewards 
for accepting the ains and arguments of 
Benagenent, and negotiating real wage cuts and 
redundancies for the seke of profit, In 
particular, they attack even radical leftist 

wards for their role in sabotaging the 
ruggle and negotiating away hundreds 
as they did at Gardner's, Nanchester 
(ins Jen "81, "SWP joins TUC Jobs auction"). 
They argue that "there is no salvation in 
trades untonisn" and point out that “Trade 
unions oxganise vorkers along sectional, 
industrial and craft lines, Trade unione 
reflect the divisions (sectional, sexual, 
racial) which capitalism imposes on the 
labour movenent. The unity of our class can 
only be achieved around objectives which 
relate, not to a particular section, but to the 
interests of the proletariat as a whole". 
(ins Dec. '81) 

Unfortunately, the FOP never asks the 
cbvious question ~ WHY do shop stewards and 
trade union officials do this? Why have the 
trade unions helped the bosses inpose discipline 
on the workers for the last 70 years? In it 
dust because of the absence of the ROP2 

An example of the conclusions they usually 
reach on the trade union queetion 4s their 
of ASLEF's successful attenpt to con- 
sectionalise the cecent rail strikes 


"To beat BR, rail workers need to inform 
their militant tactics with a strategy 
that puts their living standards and 
working conditions before other con= 
siderations, This means changing their 
unions inte organisations that fight 
ruthlessly for their menbersinterests " 
(tns March '62) 


s this never occured to militant workers 
2? Of course it has, When unions 
sabotage struggles, the most militant workers 
usually end up trying to change their union 
into a fighting organisation. They alvaye 
fail, Sone of then end up as ‘militant’ trade 
unionists, whose radical talk makes then even 
nore effective as saboteurs of strikes, Or 
they simply capitulate to the pro-capitalist 
‘bureaucrats like Frank Chapple of the 
Electricians did long ago, or like the shop 
eward did at Kings Gross who instructed hie 
nembere to stop blacking the Sun, cr like the 
| ones at British Leyland, ritish’ Aways and 
Ford who argue againet all-out strikee or lead 


Workers through the official procedures 
thich are designed to cap their strength. 

(See, for example “Lessons of the Leyland 
Strike" in WV 6) The liet is endlees. 

So what's the alternative? The only 
alternative ie to breek from the unions and 
organise strikes through mace meeting of all 
workers involved. In their analysis of the 
Laurence Scott Electromotors occupation, the 
ROF cone close to this conclusion. the next 
step's supporters fourd themselves up against 
the unions, and turned to the workers themselves 
for the answer to how to run the occupationt 


“Supporters of the next step waged a con- 
stant battle inside the occupation 
against the bureaucratic way it was 
conducteé. The officials ran the 
occupation as a small clique; they never 
convened a neeting of all the chop 
stewards and only called mass meetings 
When obliged to. We called for regular 
meetings to ensure the widest possible 


political discussion and assessment of the 
experience of the occupation, The 
officials tried to blame their con- 
servative approach on the backwardness © 
the rank and file. ‘If we have @ mass 
neeting' said one, ‘they'll vote to call 
off the occupation’, The redical left 
groups - whose members largely fratern- 
ised with the bureaucrats rather than the 
rank and file - echoed this prejudice. 
But as it proceeded, the ocoupation itself 
proved then wrong." (tns Sept. '61) 


But what is wrong with union officials is not 
their lack of respect for democracy, that they 
are 'a small clique’, or that they don't 
convene meetings of the shop stewards (when 
most shop stewards accept the bosses aims, as 
the ROP correctly maintain, what's the point of 
ealling meetings of then?), What's xrong with 
union officials 1s that they are permanent rep- 
xeeentatives of organisations which negotiate 
between capital and labour - the trade unions. 
While capitalism was still an expanding, 
progressive systen in the nineteenth century, 


one step forward 


two steps back 


unions played an important role in organising 
workers to win improvements in their living 
standards and political reforms. Today, 
however, in the era of wars ani revolution, the 
scope capitalism has for granting concessions 
to the working class is linited. Those who 
negotiate on & permanent basis between the 
Workers and their bosses can gnly negotiate 
real wage cuts, voree conditions and 
redundancies. There could be no better do 
denonstration of this simple lesson than the 
continuous sell-outs of both union officials 
and shop stewards in Britain in the last few 
years, The ROP's idea of turning the unions 
inte organisations which reject capitalisn's 
logic and defend their menbere’ interests 
regardless of the consequenose for the bosses, 
means turning then into revolutionsry 
organisations - something which they can never 
be. The strategy of communists towards the 
daily struggle now means calling for nase 
working class action outeide of the unions and 
the regroupment of the most advanced workers 
Anto factory groups. 


The RCP and Imperialism 


It is fundanental to e Marxist analysis of 
World politics that there are only tro choices 
open to humanity = soclalisn or barbarism, If 
socialism is not achieved, or if it is isolated 
in one country, that country will quickly 
slide into capitalism, This prognosis vas 
confirned with the degeneration of the Russian 
Revolution and the emergence of state capital- 
isn in Russia, 

The Trotskyists did not accept this 
analysis, continuing to sce Russia as a 
“degenerated workers' state”. During World War 
‘Two, they defended Russia, and after the var 
tried to explain the societies which vere set 
up in Bast Europe ty the Red Army. Sone of 
them realised they were not workere' states, 
since the working class played no part in 
their creation, but could not grasp the fact 
that they were capitalist. The ROP is one of 
these tendencies. 

In its attempt to prove that Russia isn't 
imperialist, the ROP comes to some tenuous 
conclusions about the western bloc. They 
recognise the approach of imperialist war, but 
don't think 4t will be between Fussia and 
America. They think it will be between 
western countries; say, between Western Europe 
and Anerica, or even between America and Japan. 
Japan had better hurry up and rearm! If, 
however, Russia is attacked, the RCP say they 
will defend it, as its defeat would etrengthen 
imperialism, That is, they will tell workers 
to fight and die in the defence of a country 
whose class nature they ere not sure of, but 
which is definitely not imperialist. 
Afghanistan? That was a mistake. 

"Relations between West Germany and the 
US are especially tense" says Frank Richards 


in his attempt to find preparations for var 
between NATO countries (tus Feb "62), Elsewhere 
in the sane article he says that Bonn ains at 
an "eventual reunification of Germany: it is 
central to Bonn's long-tera strategy". But 

how will this strategy be achieved without 
military conquest, which will need American 
‘backing? The ‘tension’ between the US and the 
FDR is due simply to the West German 
Dourgeoisie's realisation that their country is 
in the front line of the next world war - sone 
of them are even opposed to the siting of US 
nissiles in Germany since this would mean the 
devastation of the FDR in Russian counter- 
attack, As the crisis powerhouse of 
Europe down, es it is rapidly doing, the Germans 
will fell into line with the war plans of their 
anericen masters. West Gernany was created by 
US inperialisn, as, indeed, was the 

the new-found pacifisn amongst sone 

leading parties 1s nothing but e Chanberlain- 
esque farce. If Schnidt still believes in 
detente, he will be replaced ty a Thatcher or 

a Mitterand, 

‘The article "Cold War 111 
March "82 clains to show that 
imperialist because it is weaker then the US. 
‘ns quotes an American defence journal to-the 
effect that Russia's "narginal advances in 
ninor countries have been dwarfed by Soviet 
setbacks in China, Indonesia, Eeyrt, Indie and 
Iraq", This may be true, but all it shows is 
that Russia is being pushed back by the US bloc. 
Russia is no less inperialist for being the 
weaker. Revolutionaries don't defend the weaker 
imperialist power - otherwise they would have 
supported the bonbing of Fearl Harbour 


fone” in ins 


National Liberation 


‘The RCP say they would defend any country 
ageinst inperfalisn, This means they defeni 
Argentina in the Falklands, since Brita: 
for then, inperial In their leafl 
Britain's War klands" 
state "The reasons why the Argentine junta has 
decided to exercise soversignty over these 
islands ju 4 


to support the war effort? Without this the 
junta cannot enforce its clain! RCP policy is 


an attack on the Argentine working cless, ani 
shows the cul-de-sac of "anti-inperislisz 
today. 


‘There 4s not enough space in this article 
to detail our opposition to the ACP's position 
on national liberation in general. We refer 
the reader to “Ireland - out of the Maze” in 
WY 3. Unlike the RCP, Marxists have never 
unconditionally supported national liber 
struggles - this, even when Marx supported ¢! 
Fenians (as:he sonetimes did), he condemne 
their bombing in London which killed workers in 
Clerkenwell. 

Today Marxiste don"t merely condean the 
IRA's tactics - they point out that since 
capitalism has achieved ite historic tasks and 
become s decadent social system, the era when 
national literetion struggles could te pro- 
gressive, and when some of then could be con- 
ditionally supported ty the working class, i: 
over. 

ROP’s blind support f 
to support ite attacks on +! 
class civilian population and 
its tarian attacks on Prot: 
relation to the Bessbrook massac: 
“But such incidents are exceptional 
has never rade a policy of sectarian 
Protestants", (tns April 

the ineviteble by-product 
ologies which subordinate class divisions 
to nationalist inter-class unit; 

‘The RCP occasionally has glinnerings of 
clarity. For example, 

“It seems paradoxical that socialists should 
identify their aims with those of nationalists. 
The nation is e bourgeois institution and 
nationalism is, essentially, a bourgeois 
outlock.” (ins Feb '61) and 

“You can't Fight nationalisn with nationalisn” 
(RCP slogen, 1980). 

But they still call for messages of support for 
‘the Armagh women who issued a statement “We are 
wonen nationalists" (ins April '82). 


apologise for 
ant workers. In 


IRELAND: 


the fruits of 
‘National Independence’ 


On the 27th of January, the day when the Irish 
Coalition Government of Fitzgerald fell, an 
advertisnent appeared in the Financial Times 
fron the Irish Industrial Development 
Authority, It announced that the return on 
money invested in Irish industry was twice the 
EBC average. 

The Industrial Development Authority offers 
following benefits to companies willing to 
invest in Ireland: no tax on profits for the 
first five years, = 50% grant to cover the cost 
of all buildings and equipment, end the free 
training of the workforce. This at a time when 
the debts of Ireland per head of population is 
greater than that of Poland. 

To deal with this mounting debt the 
governnent budget was proposing to increase 

to 18%, to increase petrol ty 
¢ gallon, to increase incone tax, to 
ut VAT on clothes and shoes not to mention the 
Increase in tax on drink and cigarettes. 

When new industries cone to Ireland they 
set up not in the cities but in the country, 
They set up in areas with a history of high 
unemployment and emigration. Competition for 
jobs means that the company can pay as little 
lend has the lowest wages and 
ndardsin the EEG. So the bosses 
ropean Tainan, 
austerity measures directed 
low living standards of the 
s raise the danger of a violent 
isughey, one of Ireland's richest 
the prine minister, said during the 
tion campaign that his first 

jected would be Northern Ineland. 
thet the bosses and those 
They love Northern 
tt trick. Whenever 
jan they whip up nationalist 
ing ty tuming to Northern 
ample, De Velera's "trade var" 
tain in the slunp of the 19308. 
land of the '70e was fuelled by 
But the bubble is now 
tion rate 4s 23% and rising, 


response. 
and now 


overseas torrowing. 
bursts the in 


mt rate ie 11% and rising. No 
are ina flap, They 
ilked the cow 
leader of joalition in his 


ection campaign spouted the phrase "Ireland 
debt is Ireland unfree". ‘This is a trick 
not only of the bosses in Ireland but of bosses 
world over. They try to make us think 

that their debte are our debts and that 
accepting 2 lover standard of living is our 
“patriotic duty”, 

Now is the tine for our fellow workers in 
Irelend to rrepare themselves for the coning 
Now 4s the time to find out how 
Now is the tine to 
prepare for change. The situation in Ireland 
shows that "national independence" cannot lead 
ndependence from capitalien and ite laws. 

e to the CKO for information on what is to 

‘be done and for our other articles on Ireland 

in Workers Voice 3 and Revolutionary 
rspectives 15. 


Break Step 


The RCP has made a partial break with elements 
of Trotskyisn, e.g. in identifying Labour as a 
bourgeois party and in their critique of some 
trade unionist illusions, But a fuller 
development can only cone with a break from the 
Trotskyist peuedo-altemative to Stalinism and 
a linking up with the traditions of the real 
fight against Conintern degeneration waged by 
the Italian Left, the recognition of Russia as 
capitalist and of the reactionary nature of 
national struggles today. 


Bs 
YUGOSLAVIA : 


The Cracks Appear 


The crisis and social decomposition are 
affecting the state capitalist economies of 
Bastern Furope from the Baltic to the Balkans. 
In March this year clashes broke out again in 
the southern Yugoslavian region of Kosovo. In 
the same month high ranking talks were held 
between the Fusslane and the Yugoslavs. Both 
events express the strains the country is being 
subject to as 2 result of the economic crisis. 

The upheavals in Kosovo are not a new 
developnent. In August 1961 there wes series 
of political trials in the region, leading to 
the sentencing of about 2 dozen people to 
periods of up to fifteen years in jail, This 
was coupled with e widespread purge of the 
local Communist Party organisation. The 
repression was a follow up to an outbreak of 
rioting and discontent in the area in April, 
yhen an undisclosed number of people were 
killed by seourity forces. This was the 
Diggest social upheaval in Yugoslavia since 
‘the Second World War, and the ferocity of the 
repreasion shows the nervousness of the ruling 
class in a situation where the economic crisis 
4s out of control. 

Kossovo lies within Sexbia, bordering on 
‘Albania, ‘The majority of the population are 
native Albanians, and Moslems the area hes 
‘autonomy’ within Serbia, Like much of 
Youring inland Yugoslavia, the area 4s poverty 
stricken, with little industry ani e growing 
‘marginal’ population. Unenploynent is high 
and made worse by the expulsion of millions 
of Yugoslavs from Germany, many of whom cane 
from Kosovo. 

‘The riots started with stuient protests 
over housing conditions, and spread to wider 
social etrata in Kosovo and other towns in the 
Tegion. As they epread denands began to be 
nade by studente ant party officials for 
Kosovo to become a separate republic inside 
Yugoslavia, or even for it to unite with 
neighbouring Albania. The’ latter eided the 
riote covertly and kept up a war of nerves 
during them. But tein de Ts 
for ite land links with Bur at 
negotiating to build a rail link to Belers 
the Albanians axe not just now in a positi 
to press for their ideal of a 'Greater Albania! 
Te the Albanians’ nove back to the Russian 
camp gathers pace, Hoxha, the Albanian leader, 
nay feel able to bacone more anbitious. 

‘The peculiar etructure of the Yugoslev 
state and economy gives the ruling clase both 
advantages and disadvantages in dealing with 
the crisie, Ite federel nature (six separate 
republics with two more autonomous regions) 
means thet discontent, as in Kosovo, oan 
easily teke on a nationalist, inter-clacsist 
nature, with one nationality complaining stout 


the privileges of another. 
useful safety valve for ¢) 
national: 
could le 


Although 2 
class struge: 


of gaining access to 
goots (especially agricultural 
the pest few years there hae 
increase in trede COMECON. 
Yugoslavia's nain + é er, ac ¥ell 25 
eupplying nost of country's ernanents. 
Exclusion fron COMECON means Yugoslevie ryire 
world nerket prices for its ofl, and ensures 
a 

Tite died, the 
propagandist 
ir loyalty 


clase orgenised a 
¢ Russian invasion, to show 
Titoist tracition. 


+o the 


with an increasingly unmanageable crisis, 


ing for the Yugoslav ruling class 
Tite, and dethrone 
ith Mao in China. This 
could also P way for a reconciliation 
with the USSR and COMECON, which would be in 
Yugoslavie's interests, Such 2 move would be 
nore likely if the fragnentation of the country 
ves a real possibility. In that case the Amy 
would be the only guarantee of national unity, 
is traditionally pro-Fussian. 
collapsing economy, increasing 
eeurec, ani in the background 


mn done 


4x neighbours, 
asingly untenable. 
ze its options 
in their luxurious Adriatic villas, the cities 
of Yugoslavia abound with 2 floating nase of 
pootblacks,, bescars,and.cripples,selling Tito 
is 


dy rejecting the 2 
nationalist groups within the ruling class can 
the Yugoslav working class prepare for a 
unified clase response to the crisis. Thus 
any support for Albanian nationalica, under 
whatever guise, plays into the hands of ti 
various sectors of the ruling class. 
‘The workers of Kosovo must wrench control of 
the social movement from the hands of the 
nationalists, and launch forth on their own 
class terrain. 
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PUBLICATIONS of the CWO. 


WORKERS VOICE appears at present quarterly. 
The C.W,0, also publishes a journal 
REVOLUTIONARY PERSPECTIVES which 
appears once or twice per year. For an 
annual subscription to all our English 
language publications, send £2.00 to 

C.W.0,, P.O, Box, 283 Clarence Drive, 

Glasgow G12 7JU 


Foreign subs add £1 to cover postage and 
bank charges. 


French Language Publications 
The C.W.O, has published several texts in 
French, amongst them "L'Irlande - Dialogue 
avec les Sourds" (1f), "La Question D'Organ- 
isation'' (3f) and texts on Poland and on the 
Period of Transition, 


To obtain these texts, or for full details of 
available texts, or for further contact with 
the C,W.0, in France, write to 
CLES/CWO, 23 Bis Rue de Fontenoy, 
59000 Lille, France, 
Add postage with all orders, 


a 
Journal of the Communist Workers Organisation 


appeal fund 


The deepening of the crisis and the 
corresponding aim of communists to 
increase their interventions in the working 
class, means an increasing burden on the 
financial resources of the C.W.O, We are 
totally dependent on the contributions of 
our members and supporters - we receive 
no infusions of cash from Russia, China, 
Libya, Albania, the C.I.A. or from any 
other source. 


If you agree with the ideas put forward in 
WORKERS VOICE, then help extend our 
work with 2 SUPPORTERS' SUBSCRIPTION 
of £10 to help our work while receiving all 
our publications. 


An even more welcome contribution to our 
progress would be to take copies of our press 
(e.g. 5 copies on a sale or return basis), Or 
take bundles of leaflets for distribution at 
your workplace, 


Write to us! We welcome all comments on 
our political positions, and will reply to all 
letters received. 


Holocaust in CENTRAL AMERICA 
the Communist Alternative 


Marx wrote that "Capital comes into the world 
ssss oozing blood from every pore.” 

Today it is leaving it by the same route. 

‘The 100,000 dead and the half million refugees 
of Central America are the direct victims of the 
capitalist crisis as it engulfs every area of 
the globe. The roots of the present social 
decay in Central America lic in the deconpos- 
ition of the local economies. 

In the 1960s the countrise of America 
managed, with the aid of high coffee prices and 
US aid, to begin programmes of industrialisation, 
Industry rose from 11% to 18% of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) ty 1970. This resulted 
4n an enormous increase in the wealth of the 
oligarchy (Sonoza in Nicaragua, ‘the 14 
families’ in El Salvador etc). It also altered 
the social structure of those states creating 
a small working cless and a comparatively 
numerous class of petty bourgeoisie and snall 
capitalists, The latter classes soon found 
their dreans of joining the elite shattered by 
the world capitalist crisis in the early 1970s. 
The roaring inflation in the industrialised 
countries brought a collapse of Central American 
economies. Industrial growth fell fron 84% to 
34% whilst Government borrowing rose 600%. 

Trade surpluses vanished and growth rates 
pluaneted - in El Salvador by 20% in three years 
Foreign capital refused to lend whilst ‘native’ 
capital fled the country. This radicalised + 
petty capitalist class. 

In Nicaragua the economic orisis provoked 
all sections of the bourgeoisie to unite in 
abandoning Sonoza and to turn the Sandinistas 
into the ‘democratic’ front which eventually 
seized power in 1979 (see "The Bourgeoisie 
eee Somoza" in Revolutionary Perspectives 
14). 

‘The Sandinistes are an inte: 


=class united 
Stist elements through the 
Uegestets te 


front. 
Catholic Church. 
Laxge sections 
ourgeoieie, which aimed at a re-negotiation of 
Nicaregua's relationship with US imperialien 
(and still does!). 

‘The Sandinistas knew that they could 
get into power without US backing e0 they 
altered their 1969 programme which celled for 
"the eetablishnent of a revolutionary 
dictatorehip based on the alliance of worke: 
and peasante" and replaced it with a call for 
"a democratic ané popular government" in 197% 
From this point on its victory wae aseured. The 
US told Somoua when to flee the country and the 
capitalist class united round the Sandinistas. 

Strikes in Nicaregua are already iMegal 
and punishable by heavy pricon centences whilst 
the lack of baeic food and medical supplies 
threatens the population with starvation an¢ 
death, In addition, inflation runs at 50% and 
unemployment at over 20%. The new regine says 
that 'sacrifices' will be needed. Truly the 
Dourgecisie sings the same song from Gdansk to 
Guatenala! 


not 


EL Seivador 


In Bl Salvador, where no one dictator so totally 
monopolised economic life to the exclusion of 
the petty capitalists, the result has been @ 
split anongst the urban middle class. Sone have 
supported the Amy whilst the reet have taken to 
the guerrilla struggle. In November 1979 a coup 
got rid of the repressive but ineffectual 

Romero and the Christian Democrats led by Duarte 
were brought inte the govermnert in an attempt 
to give the Amy massacres a hunan face. They 
hopedthat this would encourage the US (then 
under Carter's “human rights" policy) to give 
militery aid to crush the guerrilles. The real 
power renained with Garcia, the Defence Minister 
Whose official and unofficiel killers have not 
stopped their work. At least 15,000 have been 
murdered by the ery since Duarte took over. 

The guerrillas have existed since 1969 
after a eeries of splits fron the Salvadorean 
Conmmict Party but until 1977 they were in no 
position to claim a large following. The 
polarisation of the El Selvador petty 
ourgeoisie has swelled their ranks and the 
Ferabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
(ROG ) has the support of six groups (3 ex- 
Stalinist groups, 1 Trotskyist, the National 


The Class Struggle in Central America 


In 1979 we wrote that the workers of El Selvador 
“have placed thenselves in the advanced guard 
of the world's working class", After 1975 when 
landless proletarians occupied hundreds of 
hectares in the countryside it sparked off a 
Wave of action by workers against the capitalist 
crisis, In 1976 strikes in the sugar cane, 
coffee and cotton plantations forced the ruling 
class to make the first concessions to the 
workers for 40 years. But in 1979-80 the 
bourgeoisie became more frightened and more 
prepared for the workers when messive 

solidarity strikes led to the blacking out of 
San Salvador and the cutting off of its water 
supply. In the brutel repression by the state 
the army wounded Inndreds and killed scores of 
workers who died fighting for their own 


hex social decomposition and 
vil wer in El Salvador, with its massive 
repression, the strike wave subsided. But this 
does not mean that communists simply bewall the 
decline of this form of class struggle, and 
ing class to ‘abstain’ fron the 
civil war and wait till the storm passes over, 
The first task of the workers and the prol- 
masses in El Salvador is to arm 
themselves in self defence against the fascists 
and the ‘democratic’ front. 
‘The task for communists 4: 
and encourage a break fron the 
ideas of the FMIN, and to forn 
calling for 


to criticise 
inter-classist 
the nucleus of 
the formation of 

urban Soviets, and the extension of 
tion to all of Central America. As the 
Process of bourgeois normalisation in Nicaragua 
leads to 2 growing awareness of class 

ences, the lessons will be easier to 


Militant youth take over a lorry 
in E] Salvador in the general str: 
of 1981, 


rural ani 


Revolutionary Moverent and the Chrietiar 
Democrats who ref to enter Duarte's 
coalition). In every respect this noverent is 
an exact copy of the Sandinista movenent. In 
short it is a bourgeois movement. 

‘The bourgecis nature 
also shown in the state: 
The most "hardline 
leader, Ans Gusdel 


a sit down and talk with the 
4eal forces 


hich 


to get a better 
negotiating position xith Reagan. The ALN 
leader Cayetenc Carpio has said that en eventual 
negotiated settlenent must "huniliate nobody” 
which presumably nears US inperialisn and the 
Right wing death squade! In any event the class 
nature of this struggle ie clearly revealed as 
nothing but a bourgeois faction fight masquer- 
ading under the title of a "national 1iberetion 
struggle". 
‘The real truth ie that in the era of decadent 
capitalien there can be no such thing as a 
struggle for national liberation. Any new 
ruling class fine that it must submit either 
to the old inperialisn or te a new one. In 
Central America it is question of establishing 
a ‘nex’ relationship with US inperialisn. 
Possibilities that the strains between the 
yarious elements of the Sandinista governnent 
(which contains priests enongst its members) 
would lead to another Cuba can be lergely 
@iscounted. In 1960, wi ro was forced ty 
the intransigence of US opposition to = 
capitalist land refora to change Cuba's 
imperialist master and mortgage the entire 
Cuban sugar crop to the USSR, the USSR was not 
facing an unprecedented economic crisis. Today 
Ruseia cannot afford another Cube, especially 
with ite var in Afghanistan and its subsidies 
to Poland. Reagan's thunderings about 
‘subversion’ in Central america are not 
prinarily concerned with his fears for US 
interests in that area. Whet he is using the 
issue for is to whip up cha 
feeling in the US population by claiming thet 
there is a real Russian threat, so that they 
will get behind his programme of arn build up. 
Even as he denounces the leftisn of the 
Sandinistas or the ‘threat’ of the FMLN in El 
Salvador he has already established contacts or 
negotiations with both. Whatever happens in 
the area the so-called 'anti-imperialist 
struggle’ will te no threat to the USA, es long 
as the US ruling class plays its hand correctly. 


Armed guerrillas of the 
FMLN stop bus in roadblock. 


Salvador. The tasks of the woriing class are 
not to unite with hostile social classes in a 


struggle for democracy end national independ 
ence, dut to rally the seni-rroletarians 
behind its own programme of proletarian 
dictatorehip and internationalisn, 


Unemployment, inflation, war in the Falklands; 
not the time for sitting around and doing 
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rv Siddley work- 
Bristol to e1 their overtime 
to produce parts for the airforce, 
the dockers strike has been called 
because it might damage the war 


brutal repres 
The mass 


ysteria of the bosses 
call for 
any cuts caused by the 


ships and transport 
“active internationalism with the 
Avgentine working class; workplace 
esolutions against the war and in 
solidarity with the Argentine working 
Class in their struggle with their 


bosses. 
We call on British and Argentine 
: workers to remember "the enemy lies in 
workers. ( your own country". 
ent which ti i # : 


WORKERS HAVE NO FATHERLAND, 
once more. 


WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE. 


